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Figs . 13-15 - Corollithion fractum sp. nov. 13) Distal view. Upper Gault, New Museums 
Site, Cambridge (H.965). SM 27387, x 9,000. 14) Holotype, proximal view. Upper Gault, 
Mildenhall (H.940) . SM 26511, x 8,000. 15) Distal view. Upper Gault, Mildenhall (H.940). 

SM 26564, X 8,500. 

Description: 

Diagnosis: An elliptical species of Corollithion with s1x, unequally-spaced spokes, some of 
which are generally curved. 

Description: The coccolith consists of a slender elliptical ring about 0 · 2 fl. wide on the proxi
mal side, supporting a second ring of about 30 granules which spread slightly outwards in the 
distal direction. The large central opening contains six slender radial spokes, some of which 
are slightly curved. One pair of spokes follows the short diameter of the ellipse, whilst the 
other two pairs lie at 40° or 50° to these, with the result that the spokes are bunched to
gether about the short diameter, leaving the narrow ends of the coccolith free from obstruc
tion. There is no spine or central pore. 
Measurements (in microns): 

d d' p p' c c' 
Holotype: H.940 26511 proximal view 5·1 3·8 4·2 3·8 3·7 3 ·1 

)} 265 64 distal )} 5·4 4·0 4·5 3·6 3·6 2·7 
)} 26579 )} )} 5·1 3·6 3·3 2·7 

H.965 27387 )} )} 4·0 3·0 3·0 2·3 
)} 27579 proximal view 3·9 2·7 3·2 2·7 2·6 2·2 

d, d' major and minor diameters respectively of the distal shield or distal surface. 
p, p' major and minor diameters of the proximal shield or proximal surface. 
c, c' major and minor diameters of the central area. 

Remarks: 

This is a less robustly built coccolith than C. ellipticum, and most specimens have suffered 
some damage to the spokes. 
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Type level: 

Upper Gault (Upper Albian). 

Occurrence: Upper Albian. Seen in two samples only, both collected from the top few feet 
of the Gault, at Mildenhall (H.940) and Cambridge (H.965). 

Type locality: 

Mildenhall (Southeastern England). 

Depository: 

Collection of electron micrographs at the Sedgwick Museum, Cambridge. 
Holotype: SM 26511; fig. 14; from the Upper Gault at Mildenhall (H.940). 

Author: 

Black M., 1973, p. 94; pl. 29, figs. 13-15. 

Reference: 

British Lower Cretaceous Coccoliths. I. Gault Clay. Palaeontogr. Soc. Monogr.: (2), pp. 49-

112, pls. 17-33, text-figs. 39-51. 
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